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PRESIDENT S MESSAGE

HOLIDAY PARTY, SILENT
AUCTION & NOTICE of ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

HOLIDAY PARTY

Have you booked your partner

yet for the December 18th Annual
SOCBC Holiday Event? For our
newer players, this is a fun-filled
day that goes from nine in the
morning until approximately four in
the afternoon. We begin December
18th with breakfast, and then the
Annual Membership Meeting. Next,
we get to enjoy our favorite busi-
ness, playing bridge, with an Open
and an NLM Section. Following the
game at approximately 1:30 PM we
will have a catered early afternoon
dinner and our sinfully delicious
dessert bar. Tickets are now on sale.
See, call, or email Maggie Briskie to
buy your tickets and register to play.
There is no on-line registration. Buy
your tickets early as the number of
attendees will be limited. As much
as we would like to see you there, if
we sell out, we will miss you.

ANNUAL MEETING

At the Annual Membership Meet-
ing, the new Board of Directors and
Citizenship Award winners will be
announced, the financial statements
will be reviewed, and other import-
ant business items will be covered.
SILENT AUCTION

e will be holding our silent auc-
tion during the two weeks prior to
the holiday party. If you have quality
items or services with a value of
fifty dollars or more to contribute,
please see Richard Picheny. In past
years, members donated interest-
ing and exciting services and items,
including Lakers' tickets, catered
dinner for eight, several nights at a
Hilton Hotel, bridge sessions with
experts, handmade jewelry, shawls
and quilts, wine and more. Final bids
will be accepted through dessert on
December 18th.

Donations, contributions, and pur-
chase prices are used to help keep
our Bridge Center viable but are not

Richard Picheny

tax deductible.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NOMINATIONS
Three positions on SOCBC's Board
of Directors are up for election this
year. Maggie Briskie, Tricia Jennings,
Richard Picheny are completing
their current two-year terms and
have decided not to run. Trisha
Silverberg is completing her current
two-year term and is running again.
Susan Bristol, John Jonas, and Steve
Rounds have one year left in their
current terms.

I am chairing the Board Nominating
Committee. Please see any current
member of our Board of Directors or
me to nominate someone to stand
for election to serve a two-year
term on our Board. Nominations will
close November 10th.

A special thank you to our Board
Members for their service.

TOYS FOR TOTS AND FOOD DRIVE
Once again SOCBC is collecting
toys and clothing for Toys for Tots
and food for local food drives.
Please place unwrapped new toys
and clothing and unopened canned
and dry food etc. in the two contain-
ers that will be in front of the Direc-
tors area.

CITIZENSHIP & SPORTSMANSHIP
AWARDS
Please see page 5 concerning
the annual Sally Pelmear and and
the Open Sportsmanship and
Citizenship Awards. Our bridge cen-
ter is full of exceptional members,
and now is the time to submit your
recommendations for the 2025 hon-
orees. Submit open-player recom-
mendations to Gary Waldron, who
is heading the Committee for the
Open Sportsmanship and Citizen-
ship Award and submit NLM players
to Peggy Dakin, who is heading the
committee for the Sally Pelmear
Award.

SOCBC NLM SECTIONAL
Joyce Potter and her team of

Continued on next page




President’s Message, from page 1
helpers welcomed players from far and wide for another

great SOCBC NLM Sectional Tournament. 109 master-
points were awarded to 70 players, with a total of 49
tables. The next tournament at SOCBC will be our Annual
Winter Tournament February 21 - 22 Put it on your calen-
dar now! This is for both Open and NLM players.

PRO AM

John Jonas and Sharon Donoff organized another won-
derful Pro Am game. Despite 10 of our regulars being
away on a bridge cruise, our Pro Am coordinators still
managed to arrange 30 pairings for 15 tables. Congratu-
lations to Colin Kelly and Sunny Foster for their winning
627% game. Jon Busse and Swami were second with 59%.
Sylvia Srigley and Gale Senter were first in the other di-
rection with a 59%, just edging our Jeanne Takahashi and
Lisa Hanson's 58%.

Sharon Donoff has contributed the lunch for all our Pro
Am games, and her donation is greatly appreciated.
Andrea French made a valuable suggestion that we may
want to try in future games. She mentioned that in other
clubs she has seen Pros all sit in one seat and Ams all sit
in one seat (North or South, East, or West.) This helps to
level the playing field with some of the more challenging
hands. If for example there is a tough decision for North,
it will be similar for all Pros or all Ams, rather than some
Pros and some Ams. What do you think?

THURSDAY 0-200 AFTERNOON GAME

If you are attending Thursday morning lessons with Bob
or Gary, we encourage you to stay for the afternoon
game for just $5. All 0-200 players are welcome. You
asked for a game that would be tailored to advancing
beginners and intermediates, so now we need you all to
turn out and make it sustainable. The larger the game,
the more fun it is for everyone. Please make a commit-
ment to keeping Thursday afternoons at SOCBC on your
calendar. We offer a special thank you to those who are
registering for Thursdays early. If there are not enough
tables for a separate game, you will be welcomed into
the Open game.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON OPEN GAME

Come on players, support our club by playing in the
Saturday afternoon game. REGISTER EARLY!! Larger
games encourage greater participation. Some players
are attracted by the higher masterpoint awards and
enhanced socialization of larger games. We will con-
tinue to offer special games with higher master point
awards and serve pizza and salad. Saturday game table
counts have been increasing, and we are approaching
pre-pandemic levels.

Come and join us.

FRIDAY NIGHT BRIDGE

Our Friday Night Bridge events exceed our expectations
as to fun, food, and bridge. We have only had enough
participants to offer a relaxed open game. If more social
players participate, we will host open games and social
tables. The social game is a relaxed duplicate format
that awards masterpoints. There is always an abundance
of delicious heavy appetizers and wonderful desserts.
Please join us on Friday, November 14th for “Heavy
Appetizers,” desserts and Open and Social Bridge.

SWISS TEAMS GAME

We will hold our November Eight is Enough Swiss Team
games on Wednesday, November 12th, and a regular
Swiss Team Game on Sunday, November 23rd. We will
be serving pizza, salad, and snacks on Sunday. Please
sign up early at the club or email Maggie Briskie and she
will sign you up. Include the names of your players and
total master points.

THANKSGIVING UNIT GAME

Our fabulous Thanksgiving Unit Game will be held on
Sunday, November 16th. As usual to celebrate Thanks-
giving we will be serving Turkey and all the trimmings.
Register early.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 0-20 GAME

Players with 0-20 masterpoints please play in our
Wednesday Supervised Play game beginning at

12:30 PM. Our goalis to provide the opportunity for you to
practice with the benefit of more experienced players on
hand to help answer your questions.

All players and students in the 0-20 range are welcome.
The cost is $10. If you can come with a partner, that will
help, but if not, just show up and we will pair you with
anyone else looking for a partner. In the event of an odd
number, you may stay and kibbitz for free.

Please sign up at the Club or contact Peggy Dakin if you
can Mentor on any Wednesday afternoon. You don't
need to be an expert level player; anyone who plays in
NLM games will be perfect. Please volunteer.

SEATING

We brought in some chairs to test out, and many of you
are probably wondering what is happening. As it turns
out, we had some chairs in storage that are still in good
condition. So, for now, we are swapping those out for
damaged chairs and not purchasing new ones yet.

COVID, FLU AND COLDS

Flu season is upon us. Please stay home if you have
Covid, flu, or cold symptoms, regardless of whether you
test negative or not for Covid. We must not expose our
friends and members to flu and cold germs. Please wash
your hands, use hand sanitizers, and cough and sneeze
into your elbow.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF SOCBC OCTOBER 2025

Our newer members may know us only as South Orange
County Bridge Center, but we were originally the Dana
Harbor Bridge Center. It has been a long journey.

Fran Foresta, whom we affectionately call the founder of
Dana Harbor Bridge Center, now South Orange County
Bridge Center, passed away in May of this year at age 96.

Fran recalled that Unit 538 was organized by 19 dupli-
cate bridge players on February 6, 1958, at Casa Roman-
tica in San Clemente. By 1962, there were 5 clubs. The
Orange County Association of Bridge Units (OCABU) was
formed and boundaries for the units were established.
Two sectionals were staged annually with the respons-
ibility rotating among the clubs. The biggest and most
successful undertaking of OCABU was to host a National
tournament in Anaheim in 1987. Unfortunately, OCABU
was disbanded thereafter.

According to Lee Maddocks, who grew up in San
Clemente, bridge in south Orange County during the
mid-seventies was booming. The five area clubs ran
regular games and averaged 15 to 20 tables each.
The clubs worked together so their big games weren't
diluted. Smoking and drinking were encouraged.

Bridge was so popular in south Orange County that
Marty and Jim Arthur decided to form a club in Dana
Point. Games were held at the community center on Del
Prado. Their primary game was on Friday evenings be-
cause so many players were still working in those days.

Fran moved to Laguna Niguel in 1988 and befriended
Harriet Workinger, a past President of the Unit. Harriet
was a strong supporter of duplicate bridge and along
with Virginia (Ginnie) Johnson, advocated for snacks dur-
ing the games, believing that food created a more social
atmosphere and friendlier games. Their philosophy lives
on at SOCBC.

Jim and Gale Senter married in 1990 and started playing
bridge in south Orange County. Gale remembers every
Tuesday Ginnie would bring a full meal in a cart for the
bridge club. Each fourth of July, DHBC would hold a big
game, and players enjoyed the fireworks from its bal-
cony. At that time, the Sunday Unit Game was almost
nonexistent. Years later, Gale Senter, Susan Kissinger and
Diane Velick would start providing home-cooked meals
on Unit Game Sundays. Over time, the Unit Game grew
to over 20 tables and players from far away were coming
to partake of our famous home cooking.

For decades, games were played at various facilities in
Dana Point and San Clemente. Rod Peller directed the
games in Dana Point. Following Rod’s untimely death in
1994, his father came from the Midwest, trying to find a
buyer for Rod’'s games, equipment and supplies. Fran
was the Unit Treasurer at that time and convinced the
Board to purchase the equipment and supplies and
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run the games themselves. Thus, a member-owned
bridge club was born. It wasn't long before we started
new games in various locations and had games Monday
through Friday, plus our Unit game. In 1996 Fran became
the unit's Board president and the table counts were
growing. The effort of setting up and taking down tables
every day, hauling the boards, supplies, coffee pots, etc.
home, was overwhelming. This started Fran thinking that
they should try to find a single permanent location. It
wasn't easy, given the need for parking, about 7 spots for
every 8 players.

One day in 1998 Don Ellis, experienced in real estate,
suggested looking for space at the center in the north-
west corner of Golden Lantern and Dana Harbor Drive
in Dana Point. Finally, they secured an upstairs location
where a restaurant was going out of business. That
spot was perfect, with a balcony and an ocean view!
They negotiated a 10-year lease, and the Dana Harbor
Bridge Center officially opened on November gth , 1998.
Founding members include Fran, Linda Foresta, Carol
Newhouse, Bill Hill, Loli Henderson and Fausta Vitali.
Classes were taught at all levels, and Sally Pelmear
started her EasyBridge class, contributing significantly
to the increase of new members. Other teachers were
Susan Benon, Ann Cressman, Hal Binder, and Marshall
Pearlman.

Peter Redwood started
playing bridge in south Or-
ange County in 1997 and re-
members the establishment
of our permanent home in
1998. Card fees were just

$5 but the member-owned
club was able to accumulate
over $200,000 and employed a chef to cook lunch. [The
oven we still own is a relic of those days.}

Fran Foresta and Peter Redwood

At that time websites were in their infancy, but Peter built
our first site using his own account on Cox, with AOL as
the host. He manually transferred results each day from
ACBLSs clunky ACBLscore system so we could have re-
sults online - a first! Peter to this day is Editor in Chief of
our SOCBC Newsletter.

John and Susan Kissinger had their first date at Dana
Harbor Bridge Center in October 2002. John joined the
board in 2005 and convinced members to purchase a
duplication machine, thus initiating predealt hands and
hand records. At that time, our Unit 538 ran an NLM sec-
tional only yearly. John proposed adding an Open Sec-
tional at year end. It was a great success. To this day, our
yearly sectional attracts players far and wide, as again,
we provide free lunch between sessions and homemade
desserts by our members. Early tournament managers
included Susan Kissinger and France Krause.

Continued on next page



Richard Picheny started playing social bridge with his
tennis friends in 2008. Because EasyBridge One was
taught on his “tennis day.” he skipped a “grade” and
registered for Sally Pelmear's EasyBridge Two at Dana
Harbor Bridge Center. In 2013, Loli Henderson cornered
him and asked him to serve as treasurer for the board. In
2015,

Richard was elected as President, which turned out to
be his first of eight years in that role.
He is now affectionately referred to

as "OctoPrez”. We ranked 17th nation-
wide for table count in 2012. Our cash
reserve continued to grow to over
$400,000. Unfortunately, the owner of
our space at the harbor forced us to
move to a less desirable space on the
lower level. Furthermore, as we grew,
the suite became very crowded and
parking problematic. With the end of
our lease approaching, the landlord
told us that the lease would not be re-
newed. And a new search was on!

Two groups were involved in finding a new location for
Dana Harbor Bridge Center. Like Fran, John Kissinger
had a vision that we
could find a property
and have our own
building on leased
&8 |and or own both
the land and build-
ing. Wouldn't it be
great to have a club
in one location, with

THEN no worries about
moving and no worries about an ever-increasing
lease payment? Duncan Bridge Center in Palm Springs
has a club built by money raised by its members on
donated land. Unfortunately, this is Orange County, and
land is expensive. An affordable and big enough parcel
to park 100 plus cars, with a building, has been impos-
sible to find within our boundaries.

Richard Picheny

Cassie DeYoung and Gale Senter worked hard looking
for an alternative site to lease. Most office managers
would not even consider us because of the parking
requirements. Cassie and Gale were thrilled when they
found the current space and a landlord who wanted us.
This commercial center had ample parking - as long

as we observed their parking restrictions. We signed a
twenty-year lease, with the choice of opting out every 5
years. Once again, we had found a beautiful home with
convenient access to freeways. We celebrated the move
in 2016 with "A Taste of San Juan Capistrano” and served
lunch daily for the first week, featuring fare from various
local eateries. We changed our name from Dana Harbor
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Bridge Center to South Orange County Bridge Center,
which better describes the region of our membership.

Richard selflessly and diligently saw us through thick
and thin. John Jonas, Diane Velick and he were among
the key volunteers who planned the layout and logistics
of our current site when we moved in 2016. SOCBC grew
by leaps and bounds and was extremely successful. We
were running 30+ tables regularly. Then COVID hit! We
shut down on March 13, 2020, and did not open again
until May 2021,

During isolation, Jay Nuccio and Frank Grossman each
served a year as President. Jay negotiated several rent
reductions and Frank set us up for online bridge. Mean-
while, Janie Matlaf kept us all connected via email with
60 weeks of Virtual Connections. Our annual Holiday
event was held on Zoom.

Sadly, face to face bridge took a big hit from the nation-
wide Covid lockdown. Our table count declined by over
50%. In the 4 years since reopening table counts have
increasing steadily but still fall short compared to pre-
Covid days.

We were fortunate to have a large reserve. Aided by
generous contributions of time and money from our
teachers, directors
and members, we
have returned to
profitability. Under
Janie Matlaf 's .
guidance, our edu- |
cation program is
back in full swing.
Our dedicated
teachers include
Gary Waldron, Bob O
Levine, Susie Mays, David Meren-
bach, Susan Bristol, Trudi Hanscom, John Jonas, Linda
Ryder, and Sharon Rippy. We have many new members
working their way toward Life Master.

Like DHBC before it, SOCBC is famous for providing
snacks every game, every day, as well as for the abun-
dance of food served during sectionals and unit games.
We are known as a very welcoming and friendly club.
\We have a robust education program that brings us a
steady flow of new players who are excited about the
game. Our existing members continue to contribute to
the well-being of our club. And we have a dedicated
board.

TO SUM UP, BRIDGE IS THRIVING AT SOCBC

Compiled by Susan Kissinger and Janie Matlaf,
October 2025, with source materials from:
Fran Foresta
Peter Redwood
Richard Picheny
Lee Maddocks
Susan Kissinger
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FOOTNOTE: What's in a name? Peter Redwood

\¥hen the harbor in Dana Point became ACBL Unit 538's first permanent home in 1998, the obvious name for the
new endeavor was the Dana Harbor Bridge Club. Easy. However, the landlord-to-be objected to that name, either
because of township? restrictions, or because it projected exclusivity (i.e., it required membership,) so we amended
the name to Dana Harbor Bridge Center. When we moved to our present home in San Juan Capistrano the name
segued to South Orange County Bridge Center. Meanwhile, ICANN, the body that controls web nomenclature, had
relaxed some of its naming rules, and the web extension .center was now available, so our web address became
conveniently, SouthOrangeCountyBridge.Center (with no objections) or soch.center for short.

AWARDS TIME
We are reaching out to all members to seek nominations for two awards:

- The SOCBC Open Sportsmanship & Citizenship Award - for an exceptional Open member. Please direct your
nomination to Gary Waldron at lagunajhawk@icloud.com

- The Sally Pelmear Sportsmanship & Citizenship Award - for an exceptional NLM member. Please direct your
nomination to Peggy Dakin at peggy.dakin@yahoo.com

Your recommendations should be individuals who make significant contributions to the success of our Bridge Cen-
ter, welcome new players, and are overall goodwill ambassadors for the game of bridge. The award demonstrates
excellence at the club in Sportsmanship and Citizenship. Qualities to be considered are behavior at the table, volun-
teering and/or otherwise being helpful at the club. Current Board Members are not eligible.

Past honorees of the Open award include John Jonas, Gary Waldron, Janie Matlaf, Sunny Foster, Frances Krause,
Richard Picheny, Bob Levine, Susan Kissinger, Joyce Potter and Frank Grossman.

Past recipients of the NLM award include Dominic Tenuta, Joyce Potter, Jeremy Chao, Maggie Briskie, Gary Fong,
Susan Mays and Peggy Dakin.

Please submit your recommendations ASAP and include the reasons you think the person is a good candidate. The
Awards will be presented at our General Meeting Thursday December 18th.

Congratulations to Gary Waldron on reaching the rank of Diamond Life Master. Here is some background information he
shared about his journey.

Gary Waldron

One day while walking through the Student Union on my way to class, | spotted a couple of
friends playing cards. | sat down to watch (any excuse to avoid class) and learned they were
playing bridge. | had some vague ideas about the game because my parents had played

party bridge, but quickly realized that | knew nothing.

A short fast forward and | was reading every bridge book | could lay my hands on and my
roommate and | were playing bridge every chance we got. Another short fast forward and

I was helping form a bridge club at KU and attending tournaments one or two weekends a
year.

Meeting Sunny and then starting Law School resulted in a 30+ year intermission.Around 2005
Sunny and a friend decided that they would like to learn the game.

| guess that started my teaching - we played social bridge with the other couple for a few '
years until Sunny was introduced to the Dana Harbor Bridge Center by Mary Heiney and #_.-’:””" =2
Linda Jonas. /
Soon after | was playing there as well on Wednesday nights and Saturdays. We hooked up with
our long term teammates Jim and Susan George and Steve and Yann Jackson to attend regionals

and, eventually, a few Nationals.

The intellectual challenge of playing bridge has been a boon in my retirement, but the real joy of the game has been
the friendships we have made and the chance to help others come to share the joy of playing the game we love.

3

Gary Waldron

Gary's Quote (from Mikre Lawrence): ‘DO NOT BE AFRAID. The better your opponent the more courage you should
show. Do not crawl in a hole, Be brave and do something. If you have a tentative preempt, make it. If you have a
tentative overcall, make it. If the opponents stop in a low contract and you think that balancing may be right, do it!
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MANAGER'S CORNER Gail Schneider

October has been a great month for our club! Lot's of tables, lot's of points won by our players. November prom-
ises to be the same.

There will be a Royal STaC week, our famous Thanksgiving lunch, Unit Game and much more. Please check our
calendar for all our specials.

Don't forget to sign up for our Holiday Party on Thursday, December 18. We are almost sold out! It's a great day of
terrific food, Bridge and spending time with friends.

It has come to my attention that there are some issues with players, boards and time, especially in our Non- Life
master sections. If your new players have arrived at your table, but the boards have not, please check the clock. If
there are more than two minutes left, please call the director to your table for help getting boards from the ta-

ble that needs to pass to you. Do not go over to the table, do not yell at the table, they have the right to finish the
round. If there are two minutes or less left on the clock just sit and wait for the round to be finished. If the players
are coming to your table late, call the director for protection so you will not be penalized if you run late for the
round you need to play. Slow play affects everyone in the room. Please try to watch the clock and begin and end
the rounds within the allowed time. The time for each round is set by ACBL regulations. Do not tell the director
that they are not allowing enough time for the rounds! They are in control. You must keep up to the pace set.

[Remember, if you do not feel well, do not come into the room. We are entering the Flu and Cold season.]
See you at the tables.

oVeS

NOVEMBER 2025 VOLUNTEER UPDATE Trisha Silverberg, Volunteer Coordinator

I'm sure everyone would agree with me that our Bridge Club is great! We are very active, strong, and continue to
grow. The only way we are doing so well is because we have such a strong team of volunteers. Everyone knows that
our club is almost entirely run by volunteers. | love when something is needed and someone steps up and says yes!

If you're not helping in some way, and would like to, come and see me, there is always somewhere help is needed.
Remember, many hands make light work!

I want to give a special thanks to a couple of our great volunteers:
Joyce Potter, thank you so much for you and your team'’s hard work making the NLM Sectional a success! Also, for
your tireless effort as the Center's partnership finder/matcher!

Gary Waldron, thank you for so much, there are things | don't even know you do! Acting as club recorder is so im-
portant; many don't know this position exists. Gary keeps unacceptable behaviors in line. This is done with great tact
and professionalism. Also, most days he is up helping the directors get the games started on time.

As always, thank you to all of you that help silently! Each person who takes on a lead role to fill a needed position
recruits helpers so they can get the job done.

“I've Learned that you shouldn't go through Life with a cateher’s mitt on both hands. You need to be able to throw something
back” Maya Angelou

oVeS

NLM SECTIONAL Joyce Potter

The NLM Sectional on October 4th & 5th was quite well attended. The biggest difference between the 2024 and
2025 Sectional was the participation of the 0-100 players. This year we had a total of 14 tables in that category on
Saturday, last year there were not enough tables for a 0-100 game.

There was a great turnout for Swiss Teams on Sunday with 19 teams for the day. Last year we only had 12.

I would like to thank everyone who donated food for the event. Because of your generosity we made a total of
$645 which was donated to the club.

Last but not least | would like to thank my wonderful committee: Anna Kreucher, Bridget Callanan, Kathy Roche-
leau, Peggy Dakin, Carolyn Williams, Trish Jennings and Patty Lenard. We all worked together to make the 2025
NLM Sectional a success.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS Susan Bristol Co-Chair, Membership

Our ranks are holding steady at 461 members. 2 Carol Spencer
We welcome Louis Losordo, our newest Unit . Chris Spencer
538 member. Let's make him feel welcome y Glen Tyler
when we see him at the Center. Sectional Master

We also have several reinstated members. Don't : Sydney Riccio
let your membership lapse. To prevent this, you Regional Master

can set up autopay on ACBL or go on to their : Steve Hamstrom
website and look up your membership dates. NABC Master
Sometimes bills we get slip through the cracks. - Laura Jones
Don't .Lose your masterpoints, keep your mem- Life Master

bership current, it helps support our Unit and N e s
Center.

Anton Vogt

Bronze Life Master
Jeremy Chao

Silver Life Master

A big welcome to two transfers into our Unit.
Look forward to seeing them you at your table.

Lynn Gerspach
Marielena Withnell

Marti Moss
Congratulations to the members moving up in . Trisha Silverberg
the ranks. They are: Ruby Life Master
Junior Master . Richard Picheny
. Anna O'Connor . Irwin Rosenfeld

Jackie Lewis

Diamond Life Master
Cheryl Rowen

Gary Waldron

Brad Rust

Steven Schumacher

Michael Stein

Shinsuke Takahashi It's very rewarding to see so many rank achieve-
Club Master ments especially among our developing play-

Maddie Abbriano ers. Congratulations to all, and | look forward to

Shelley Mazur announcing your rank achievement next!

oVeS

Ly Gary Fong

e are deeply saddened to tell you that Gary Fong passed away on October

29 after a long and courageous battle with pancreatic cancer. Our hearts and

prayers are with his wife Robin and their family during this difficult time.

Gary's love for bridge and his dedication to SOCBC were unmistakable. Even

as his health declined, he continued to find joy and strength in the game,

most recently on October 17, when he and Alyce Allen earned a first-place

finish with an impressive 60%+ score. It was a fitting tribute to an exemplary

gentleman, both at and away from the bridge table.

Details about services or memorials will be shared as soon as they

become available. You can read more about Gary's contributions and spirit B o -
in the January 2023 article honoring him with the Sally Pelmear Sportsmanship and Citizenship Award.
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NOVEMBER 2025 SPECIALS AT $OCBC

November 1 Charity Games Lunch at 12 Noon, Game at 12:30 PM
November 3 -8 Club Championship Games

November 10 - 11 Charity Games

November 12 - 15 NABC Fund Raiser Games

November 12 Eight-is-Enough

November 16 UNIT GAME Lunch at 12 Noon, Game at 12:30 PM
November 17 - 22 Royal $TaC, all Colors, including Friday Morning
November 23 GNT Qualifier Team Game

November 24 - 26 STARDUST - GOLD Points

November 27 CLUB CLOSED - Thanksgiving

November 28 - 29 Charity Games

Re: A SHORTAGE OF LIMITED GAMES A Player’s Comment by Robert Hutchinson
It has been noted that there is a shortage of limited games, especially on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons.
When enquiring as to why these games are not regularly held, the advice from game directors is simply because
not enough players select “Limited” when they register on line to play. In other words, when not enough players sign
up to play in the “Limited” game on a weekday afternoon and you are in the “Limited” master point category. you will
have to “play up” in the “Open” game.

In reviewing the club schedule (below) there are Limited games listed for every weekday except the second
Wednesday, which is scheduled for Swiss Teams:

+ Monday PM 0 - 500
+ Tuesday PM 0 - 750
+ Wednesday PM 0 - 500
+ Thursday PM 0- 200
- Friday PM 0 - 750

If you are fairly new to playing at the Club, the decision as to how to register when you get to the on-line game
selection box is confusing if you do not understand the above information. If you select "Open” you will play against
all other players who selected “Open.” The Club does not check to see if you should be playing in a “Limited” game.
It is strongly suggested players who are in the “Limited” master points ranges listed above, always register for

“Limited” games. This practice will encourage all our newer players to register for more afternoon games and more
“Limited” games will be held.

ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE Trisha Silverberg
This holiday, let's work together to help our neighbors in need with our ‘Pack the Pantry’ food drive. We are collect-
ing non-perishable food items to support local families, and your contribution can make a huge difference.

Please consider donating items like canned vegetables, pasta, rice, and cereal. Plan on bringing something each
time you play at the club; let's make this a huge success! You can drop off your donations at the club any time
between November 15 and December 15. Please make sure the food's use-by date hasn't expired and is hopefully
something you too would eat.

Your support helps ensure no one in our community goes hungry. Thank you for your generosity!

Any questions, let me know.

CLASS SCHEDULES

Janie Matlaf is our Education Chairperson. Contact her at_jmatlaf@gmail.com for all questions relating to courses
and schedules. Refer to the website for our course timetables.
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7 MONDAY MORNINGS: BEGINNING BRIDGE 9.00 - 11:30 AM N

The Intro to Bridge program consists of two consecutive sessions of 10 weeks each. Bob Levine, Susie Mays, and
David Merenbach rotate teaching days, and Ross Anderson is our assistant helping to keep the lessons running
smoothly. Please refer any friends, relatives, neighbors who may be interested. Please refer any friends, relatives,
neighbors who may be interested. Our next start date for new beginners is February 16th

Contact Janie at jmatlaf@gmail.com for more details.

-

4 TUESDAY MORNINGS: 0-50 SUPERVISED PLAY WITH MINI-LESSON N
Tuesday Mornings 9:00 - 11:30 AM
Our Tuesday morning teachers are Linda Ryder and John Jonas. They focus on helping new players get a solid

foundation in the basics. Watch our weekly Sunday morning emails to see the topic of the week for their mini-les-
\sons or check the calendar on our website.

r
7 \WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS: 0-20 MP SUPERVISED PLAY - 12:30-4:00 PM N

This should be the first step for all our beginners beyond the classroom setting. You may bring your notes, ask your
questions, and start practicing in a stress-free environment. Come with or without a partner, and no reservation is
required.

Plan to stay for 12 to 15 boards, which can run until approximately 4 PM. Late arrival makes it challenging for us to
arrange the table movement and partnerships, so try to be there with time to spare.

This is a learning game where you can practice with volunteer mentors at the tables. Masterpoints are awarded to
the top scorers.

N

7 THURSDAY MORNINGS: LEARN TWO OVER ONE WITH BOB LEVINE 9:30 - 11:30 AM

Most American duplicate bridge players for the past 25 years have been using the 2 Over 1 bidding system. You
should too! It improves your chances of reaching the best contracts.

A
S

Understand the principle of “Fast Arrival” and "1INT Forcing.” The first 4 weeks, learn this enhancement to modern
bidding. The 5th week will be reserved for Supervised Play to practice what you have learned.

Advanced Beginners and Intermediate players welcome
Fee: $15 per class ~ Stay and play Thursday afternoon for $5

2
~ ERIDAY MORNINGS: FOR NEW PLAYERS (0-200 MPS) 9:00 ~ 11:45 AM \S

e have a great assortment of games on the horizon. Learn something new and get some “glitter” points on your
masterpoint journey. We will be open the day after Thanksgiving and Christmas, but dispense with the lesson so
you can enjoy playing more boards.

Here's the schedule for November & December:
+ 11/07/25 - Inverted Minors - investigating NT when a minor is opened

-+ 11/14/25 - New Minor Forcing- A nifty convention to find out if your
partner is holding 4 or 5 cards in a major.

+ 11/21/25 - Royal StaC - 25% each, gold, red, silver and black

- 11/28/25 - Game Only

- 12/05/25 - TBA

- 12/12/25 - Red Hot Challenge - 50% Red

+ 12/19/25 - Stardust - 25% Gold

« 12/26/25 - Silver Quest - 50% Silver
The lesson starts at 9 AM, followed by a game. No partner needed. We guarantee you will play. This is a very fun
and friendly group. The more you play, the more comfortable you will become with the bidding and the play of

the hand. Contact Susan Bristol at bristolsg949@¢mail.com or Trudi Hanscom at t.hanscom@live.com for more
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SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY BRIDGE CENTER

Holiday Party
Thursday, December 18, 2025

9:00 am Amazing Breakfast

9:30 am  General Meeting
10:00 am Game Time * NLM & Open

2:30 pm Dinner at SOCBC
Catered by Giana

Fee: $45 Includes Breakfast, Bridge, Dinner and
delicious Appetizers and Desserts provided by our
members.

Please see Maggie Briskie fo make reservations
and choose from the following food options:

& Citrus Roasted Chicken
¢ Grilled Steak
¥ Roasted Salmon

+ Vegetarian Baked Rigatoni

All entrees will be served with seasonal vegetables
and salad
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THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE IT ALL HAPPEN!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Vice President/Facilities Manager
Secretary
Treasurer/Volunteer Coordinator
Membership
Member at Large
NLM Liaison

GAME DIRECTORS
Gail Schneider Club Mgr/Head of Directors
Rick Araujo
Susan Bristol
John Colombe
Trudi Hanscom
John Jonas
Bob Levine

BEHIND THE SCENES
Education
Newsletter - Compilation & presentation
Content
Circulation & Publicity
Banking

Website/Calendar
Partnerships

Recorder

Ethics and Auditor
Purchasing Food & Provisions

Unit Game Lunch Manager
Kitchen Manager

Mentor Game

NLM Sectional Manager
Open Sectional Manager
Computer Hardware Guru

Rain or Shine

Annual Holiday Party
Pro-Am Manager

Librarian

Bridge and Printer Supplies

Bidding Box Organizer

Holiday Decorations

D22 Connection Article

Saturday Pizza Order and Pick up

Richard Picheny rpicheny@gmail.com

John Jonas Jilapher@gmail.com
Maggie Briskie maggiebrisk@cox.net
Trisha Silverberg trisha333@cox.net

Susan Bristol
Steve Rounds
Patricia Jennings

bristolsg949@gmail.com
srounds@cox.net
triciadjennings@aol.com

516 314-1896

949 249-7782
949 300-4454
760 716-5896
949 498-4363
908 327-4376
949 637-0022

calgall516@gmail.com
rickaraujo@hotmail.com
bristolsg949@gmail.com
gemodaddyret@gmail.com
t.hanscom@live.com
Jilapher@gmail.com
rslevine(@cox.net

Janie Matlaf

Peter Redwood
Janie Matlaf

Janie Matlaf

Victor Fitzsimmons

Jeremy Chao
Joyce Potter
Gary Waldron
Greg Hanson
Kathy Rocheleau

Cynthia Gallaway

Marilyn Jensen

Peggy Dakin

Joyce Potter

Eileen MacKenzie, Melinda Konopisos
Jeff Oberholtzer

Odile Gendreau

Frances Krause, Maggie Briskie
John Jonas

Gillian Jeffery

Trisha Silverberg

Betsy Hartley

Kathy Rocheleau, Anna Kreucher
David Merenbach

Jim Faix, Dottie Hecht

4th Sunday Swiss Game Pizza Order/Pick-up The Silverbergs

Note 1: Each person leading likely has many helpers and we acknowledge them too! thank you, thank you,

thank youl!

Note 2: If you want to reach out to someone, and don't have their contact information, it is available on the
website. If you don't know the password, just ask a director.
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