
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE        Richard PichenyRichard Picheny

GIVING THANKS
Thanksgiving is right around the corner, and I want to 
express my thanks to all of you who make SOCBC extra 
special. Some of you are active volunteers, some just 
show up with a smile or a kind word for the opponents. 
There are too many to name, but your individual 
contributions to the success of our club are appreciated.  

We urge those who have not yet emerged from lockdown 
mode to get out of your pajamas, brush your teeth, shave 
(or not,) come with or without makeup, log out of lonely 
BBO and return to  face-to-face bridge. SOCBC needs 
you and you will be so glad to socialize once again while 
playing real bridge with old friends.

HOLIDAY PARTY & GENERAL MEETING
December 10th, at South Orange County Bridge Center, 
will include breakfast, our General Meeting, Bridge, a 
Silent Auction and Lunch catered by Giana Bakery and 
Provisions of Dana Point. The cost for all the above and 
plenty of fun is $35 per person. See the Holiday Party flyer 
later in this Newsletter for Menu details.

Please get a partner, select your entrée, and contact 
Maggie Briskie to give her your cash or check with choice 
of entrée. Seating will be limited, so see Maggie sooner 
rather than later.

SILENT AUCTION
We will be holding a Silent Auction beginning December 
5th and ending at our Christmas Party. Among the items 
you may bid on are Bridge Games with Pros and Expert 
Players, hand-made shawls, a Time Share Vacation (No 
sales pitch required), Gift Certificates and other exciting 
items. If you would like to donate an item, please see 
Frances or me.

FRESH NEW CARDS
Have you noticed the new, clean, crisp playing cards? 
Jeremy Chao donated the cost of the cards to SOCBC. 
Jeremy also donated his time to remove the old cards 
from the boards and replace them with new decks. 
Jeremy, thank you.

NLM SECTIONAL, UNIT AND SWISS TEAM GAMES
NLM SECTIONAL
SOCBC held its Annual Non-Life Master Sectional on 
Saturday, October 22nd and Sunday, October 23rd. 
We had a great turnout -- 28 tables Saturday and 
11 teams on Sunday. We also had four open tables 
Saturday afternoon. Joyce Potter, with assistance from 
Anna Kreucher, Kathy Rocheleau, and many more 
volunteers, did a fabulous job and made the Sectional 
a great success. 

UNIT GAME
Our Unit Games continue to draw nice turnouts. 
I don’t know if it’s the quality of our Bridge or the 
delectability of the meals we provide. Our November 
20th Thanksgiving Unit Game will feature turkey and 
the traditional fixings, cooked and provided by the 
Kissingers. DON’T MISS IT.

SWISS TEAM GAME
We will hold our Fourth Sunday of the Month Swiss 
Teams game on November 27th. It will feature pizzas, 
salads, and homemade desserts along with my favorite 
game. Why is it my favorite game? Because in IMP 
scoring as opposed to match point scoring the extra 
trick that I don’t make or do allow my opponents to 
make doesn’t hurt as much. Additionally, the tension 
and excitement mounts as your teammates approach 
the table to compare scores, with you wondering did 
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MANAGER’S CORNER        Gail Schneider
Our NLM Sectional went very well!  We had a total of 
28 tables on Saturday and 11 Teams on Sunday.  The 
food was fantastic as usual. Our thanks to Joyce and 
all our other volunteer cooks and bakers. The game 
Director (John ) handled everything extremely well, 
especially when the open game started in the other 
room and interfered with the bridgemates in the 
main room. 

November will also be a very busy month. Starting 
with STaC week, followed by two weeks of Upgraded 
Club Championships and then Regular Club Champi-
onships.

Please remember: do not come into the Club if you 
are not feeling well. Flu season has started and we 
do not want to pass any illness around the room.

See you at the tables.

President’s Message,  from page 1

they bid and make slam. Great fun.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Our Nominating Committee comprises Gary Fong, Trish 
Silverberg, Sunny Foster and Richard Picheny. Please 
approach one of them if you are interested in running to 
serve on our Board of Directors, have questions about 
the duties and responsibilities, or wish to suggest a 
candidate for one of our three soon-to-be-open Board 
Seats. We are accepting Nominations through November 
12th. 

CANDIDATES 
SOCBC’s Bylaws provide in part that “Each [SOCBC] 
Director shall hold office for a two-year term. The terms 
of the Directors shall be staggered to provide for the 
election of four (4) Directors one year and three (3) 
Directors the following year. Outgoing Directors may be 
re-nominated.” This year there will be three Board seats 
up for election. Voting will begin November 15th and end 
on November 23rd. You may vote in person at the club 
or by email to Gary Waldron at Lagunajhawk@icloud.
com with results to be announced at our Annual Meeting 
preceding our Holiday Party on December 10th. 

VETERAN’S DAY
Friday November 11th is Veteran’s Day. We thank  you for 
your service and invite all Veterans from the United States 
Armed Forces to play free at the SOCBC on November 
11th. 

SALLY PELMEAR AND JIM SENTER AWARDS
If you are interested in nominating a candidate for either 
the Jim Senter Sportsmanship and Citizenship Award or 
the Sally Pelmear Non-Life-Master Sportsmanship and 
Citizenship Award please speak to Gale Senter or Joyce 
Potter, respectively. 

COVID REPORTING & SAFETY PROTOCOLS
As the Covid pandemic evolves into a flu-like endemic, 
with cases being more frequent but less virulent, we have 
decided to stop notifying members and guests each time 
a player reports having contracted Covid. You are free to 
continue wearing a mask while you play. Players  must 
not come to the Bridge Center for the CDC recommended 
period after testing positive for Covid (five days of isolation 
followed by wearing a mask for five days) or if they have 
cold, Covid or flu symptoms.                                         r

Gary Waldron’s quote of the month:

“Losing [at bridge] is a lot like dying, only 
worse, because chances are you’re going to 
have to do it again.”  
                                                           Bobby Wolff

MEMBERSHIP NEWS                                       Susan Bristol

We currently have 470 members in our club. Our active 
membership count over the last 12 months is trending 
downward at -6.39%. How does this stack up? Our Dis-
trict has 22 Units and the District trend is -6.77%, while 
the trend for ACBL is -6.41%. So, we are at about par with 
ACBL. Covid continues to haunt us and impact active 
membership.

A few other interesting factoids. The average age of our 
Unit is 75.75 years. This compares with the average age 
of our District at 75.54 and ACBL at 73.93 years. The av-
erage length of ACBL Membership is 17.71 years, while 
the District is 20.71 and ACBL is 20.29 years. It’s possible 
this is a reflection of the number of new members over 
the last few years.

Congratulations to the following members with rank ad-
vancement last month:

• Jean Hunner – Sectional Master
• Jim Malone – Regional Master

If you are new to the club and would like to join ACBL or 
transfer to our club, Unit 538, please see me at the club 
or see the director. There are forms available at the desk 
to help facilitate your membership or transfer.

If there is something else you would like to see in this 
column, please email me at bristolsg949@gmail.com.

JEAN STACHEL                   10/4/23 – 9/26/22

Jean Stachel passed away recently, 

just shy of her 99th birthday. A long 

time member of SOCBC, she will be 

missed by many of us.

Please click here to see her obituary.

mailto:bristolsg949%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/mission-viejo-ca/jean-stachel-10945728


    

November 1 - 5  STaC Week Silver Points      $11 (pp) 
    (includes Friday Morning)

November 7 - 12 Upgraded Club Championship  $11 
    Up to Triple Points (includes Friday Morning)

November 14 - 19 Upgraded Club Championship $11 
    Up to Triple Points (includes Friday Morning)

November 20 Unit Game (Lunch included)   $12

November 21 - 23 Club Championship    $11 
    Double Points

November 24 CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING

November 25 - 26 Club Championship   $11 
    Double Points (includes Friday Morning)

November 27 Team Game & Lunch             $12

N O V E M B E R  S P E C I A L SN O V E M B E R  S P E C I A L S
AT  S O C B CAT  S O C B C
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THE LIBRARY SHELF                         Gary Waldron
This month’s book is available in our library.

“At the Table: The Autobiography of the World’s #1-rated bridge player” by Bob Hamman with Brent Manley

 Bob Hamman today is, like many of our members, well into his 80s. Many bridge books fail to age well, Bob Ham-
man’s bridge autobiography is a notable exception (it was published in 1994). His career spans across most of the 
time “modern bridge” has been played.
Hamman was originally from L.A., he got his start in money rubber bridge games.
After early tournament success, he was invited to join the Dallas Aces and we learn a lot about this American effort 
to unseat the Italian Blue Team from the top of the bridge world. Hamman stayed in Texas after the Aces disband-
ed and continued to perform at the highest level.
He sprinkles in tips, particularly about his approach to partnership success, while discussing many great moments 
in national and world events. The book is an easy read and gives a flavor of both the work required and the fun of 
playing bridge at the highest level.

It’s worth your time.
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 CLASS SCHEDULES
Cynthia Gallaway is our Education Chairperson. Contact her at ccgallaway@gmail.com for all questions relat-

ing to courses and schedules. Refer to the website for our course timetables.

mailto:ccgallaway%40gmail.com?subject=
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MONDAY EVENINGS:   0-1700 MPs BRIDGE with SUSAN on BBO0-1700 MPs BRIDGE with SUSAN on BBO

The Monday night game on BBO is a fun and light-hearted game.   

We start at 6:25 PM and are done by 9:00 PM.  If you need a partner let Susan or Joyce Potter know and 
they’ll try to arrange one for you.

For more information, contact Susan Bristol at 949-300-4454 or bristolsg949@gmail.com

MONDAY MORNINGS:   PLAY OF THE HAND with  BOB LEVINEPLAY OF THE HAND with  BOB LEVINE

9:30 AM – 11:30 AM. EIGHT MONDAYS, STARTING OCTOBER 31

We invite our newer players to join this series focusing on Declarer Play. Learn techniques that will help you take 
the greatest number of tricks when you are in the hotseat. Bob will show you how to PLAN, how to play various 
common CARD COMBINATIONS, when and how to FINESSE, all about COUNTING, and much more.

Fee: $100 if prepaid or $15 per class.  Sign up: ccgallaway@gmail.com

TUESDAY & FRIDAY MORNINGS
Beginners, please join us at the Tuesday morning and Friday morning games and mini lessons! If you Beginners, please join us at the Tuesday morning and Friday morning games and mini lessons! If you 
want to reinforce the new material, supplement with any of the wonderful beginner books in our club want to reinforce the new material, supplement with any of the wonderful beginner books in our club 

library, or check out our national organization learning pages: library, or check out our national organization learning pages: www.acbl.org/learn/www.acbl.org/learn/

FRIDAY MORNINGS: FOR NEW PLAYERS (0-200 MPs)

The Friday morning lessons and games are intended for players who have completed beginning bridge 
lessons, are coming back to the game, or for those players that would like a refresher. Half-hour review 
lessons are given before each game. We start at 9:00 AM sharp!

Bidding to slam is an important part of any bridge toolbox. Come and learn a couple of ways to find out 
what you need to know to get to slam.

• 11/4/22 – A StaC game: come and get your SILVER! Earn pigmented points right at the club.

• 11/11/22 – 1430 Keycard Bidding. How to get to slam, ask for Aces and find out about the King  & 
Queen!

• 11/18/22 – Gerber. How do you ask for Aces for a NT bid by partner?

• 11/25/22 – Game only, so everyone can enjoy the holiday weekend.

No partner is needed. We guarantee you will play. This is a very fun and friendly group. The more you play, 
the more comfortable you will become with the bidding and the play of the hand.

Contact Susan Bristol at bristolsg949@gmail.com or Trudi Hanscom at  t.hanscom@live.com for more 
information.

TUESDAY MORNINGS: REVIEW TIME with SHARON RIPPYREVIEW TIME with SHARON RIPPY

Tuesday Mornings 9:00 - 11:30 AM

We welcome our newer students and players with fewer than 20 masterpoints to come and join us in a 
super relaxed atmosphere. You will have the opportunity to ask all your questions about the bidding, the 
play, and the defense. We are a friendly, no-stress group, and are here to help you wherever you want 
help. Earn masterpoints while you learn. Join us in November to review the fundamentals.

Come with or without a partner. We can get a partner for you.

Contact Sharon Rippy at fleurpdlur@cox.net with any questions or for more details.

mailto:bristolsg949%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ccgallaway%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.acbl.org/learn/
mailto:bristolsg949%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:t.hanscom%40live.com?subject=
mailto:fleurpdlur%40cox.net?subject=


OFFICERS
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership
Education, Lease, Insurance
Special Projects

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Unit Manager
Director of Directors
Newsletter
Website
Banking
Education
Financial Review/Audit
Ethics

Facilities
Rain or Shine
Partnerships

Annual Holiday Party

Hospitality
D22 Connection (Forum)
Recorder
Circulation & Publicity
Purchasing Manager
Librarian

GAME DIRECTORS

Susan Bristol
John Coulombe 
Frank Grossman
Trudi Hanscom
John Jonas
Bob Levine
Richard Picheny
Gail Schneider

Richard Picheny
Frank Grossman
Maggie Briskie
Trish Silverberg
Susan Bristol
Gale Senter
John Jonas

Gail Schneider
Gail Schneider
Peter Redwood
Jeremy Chao
Greg Hanson
Cynthia Gallaway
Randy Hadley
Frank Grossman

John Jonas
Odile Gendreau
Joyce Potter (Open & NLM Pairs)

Maggie Briskie
Frances Krause

Sharon Rippy
Ron Nath
Gary Waldron
Janie Matlaf
Bob & Marilyn Cavanaugh
Gillian Jeffrey

(949) 300-4454
(760) 715-5896
(949) 366-5499
 (949) 498-4363
(908) 327-4376
(949) 637-0022
(949) 295-0545
(516) 314-1896

rpicheny@gmail.com
fbgrossman@cox.net
maggiebrisk@cox.net
trisha333@cox.net
bristolsg949@gmail.com
galesenter@cox.net
jjlapher@gmail.com

calgal516@gmail.com
calgal516@gmail.com
phsredwood@gmail.com
j3r3mycha0@gmail.com
ghf321@yahoo.com
ccgallaway@gmail.com
hadl@cox.net
fbgrossman@cox.net

jjlapher@gmail.com 
odilegendreau@gmail.com 
jpotter331@cox.net

maggiebrisk@cox.net
nanorator@gmail.com

fleurpdlur@cox.net
ronnath7@gmail.com
lagunajhawk@icloud.com
jmatlaf@gmail.com
cavancat@gmail.com
gill@refwear.com

bristolsg949@gmail.com
gemodaddyret@gmail.com
fbgrossman@cox.net
t.hanscom@live.com
jjlapher@gmail.com
rslevine@cox.net
rpicheny@gmail.com
calgal516@gmail.com

The volunteers who make it all Happen!
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